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President Vicente Fox ignited a heated debate within Mexico after he publicly supported re-election
of Mexican legislators. The Mexican Constitution limits federal legislators in the Chamber of
Deputies to a single three-year term and senators to a single six-year term. The single term applies
to most elected offices in Mexico, from state legislators and governors to city councilors and mayors
to the president of the republic.
Fox endorsed re-election of federal legislators in a response to a question from reporters during a
trip to Europe in mid-November. In his answer, the president criticized the Mexican Congress. He
said many legislators respond more to their own interests than those of the voters who elected them.
"I think it would extremely convenient to consider re- election," said Fox. "Legislators would then
have to answer to their electorate."
Fox's criticism of Congress elicited angry responses. "It is in very bad taste for the president
to issue these criticisms from abroad," said Sen. Manuel Bartlett Diaz, a member of the former
governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI). Sen. Diego Fernandez de Cevallos, a member
of Fox's center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), also questioned Fox's judgement for criticizing
Congress during his endorsement of re-election. "It would have been better if he hadn't made
any accusations against Congress, even though making the statements was within his rights," said
Fernandez de Cevallos.
Deputy Rafael Rodriguez Barrera, a PRI leader in the Chamber of Deputies, said Fox's statement
was filled with inconsistencies. "He speaks badly of the federal legislators, but he comes out in
support of their re-election," said Rodriguez. Some legislators accused Fox of bringing up the issue
to promote a similar proposal to allow presidential re-election, including such a plan for himself. But
Fox ruled that out, saying he only favors re-election of legislators and mayors. "I plan to retire to my
ranch once my term is concluded," Fox told reporters.
While legislators from all parties have rejected re- election, it is still scheduled for debate in the
special committee for state reform (Comision Especial para la Reforma del Estado) in the lower
house. "There is sufficient interest in the lower house to discuss this issue as a centerpiece of state
reform," said committee chair Deputy Uuc-Kib Espadas of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD). Espadas cautioned that a debate would not necessarily mean that re-election
would become a reality anytime soon. "Many deputies like myself do not support re-election and
favor the current system," he said.

Some PRI members call for ouster of ex-President Zedillo
The PRI, which is almost unanimously against re-election, is divided on other issues such as the
party's economic philosophy. Controversy erupted when former President Ernesto Zedillo sided
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with President Fox's position on funding for state governments. Members of the Conferencia
Nacional de Gobernadores (CONAGO) have criticized the Fox administration for cutting 40 billion
pesos (US$3.93 billion) in state-allocated funds from the 2002 budget and for proposing an austere
budget plan for 2003 (see SourceMex, 2002-10-30). CONAGO comprises PRI and PRD governors. Fox
has sent his budget plan to the Chamber of Deputies, which is likely to make major adjustments to
the budget (see SourceMex, 2002-11-13).
Zedillo angered fellow PRI members with comments supporting Fox and accusing CONAGO
members of lying about their lack of resources. "What the governors are asking for is more money
without taking responsibility. I am siding with the federal government on this one." Some PRI
members called for Zedillo to retract his comments. "Zedillo must reconsider his statements," said
PRI Deputy Angel Meixuiro. "His criticisms are not only unfounded but the potential source of a
greater political conflict."
Other PRI members, primarily former federal deputies and senators, made their displeasure known
by circulating a petition for ousting Zedillo from the party. Many party faithful blame Zedillo for the
party's loss of the presidential elections in 2000 to Fox. In addition, the former president has come
under criticism for accepting a position on the board of the Union Pacific Railroad and serving as a
consultant for several other multinational corporations (see SourceMex, 2002-06-12).
But the move to expel Zedillo is unlikely to prosper as long as the party is led by Roberto Madrazo
Pintado. "There will be no ruptures or acts of revenge in our party," he said. The PRI leader did
not let Zedillo off the hook entirely, taking the opportunity to criticize the former president for
his economic stance. "It is worth remembering that a large share of the government's current
financial difficulties result from decisions taken during the administration of President Zedillo," said
Madrazo, pointing to the 1994 peso devaluation and the ensuing economic crisis.

Mixed results for PRI in recent Hidalgo elections
The debate over Zedillo's economic philosophy is a symptom of the PRI's efforts to redefine itself
and regain some of the ground lost after the 2000 presidential election and other subsequent state
and local elections. The party is making a strong effort to distance itself from the neoliberal policies
espoused by Zedillo and his predecessors Carlos Salinas de Gortari (1988-1994) and Miguel de la
Madrid (1982- 1988).
President Fox has become a convenient target for the PRI because he has basically followed the
same economic philosophy as his three predecessors. The PRI has shown some signs of political
recovery in recent elections with landslide victories in local and state races in Nayarit and Coahuila
states this year (see SourceMex, 2002-07-10 and 2002-10-16). The PRI lost some ground to the PRD
in Guerrero state in October, but managed to remain fairly strong in the state (see SourceMex,
2002-10-16). The party was hoping for another strong showing in the Hidalgo municipal elections in
early November to keep its momentum heading into the 2003 midterm congressional elections. The
only other election before the 2003 congressional races will be in Mexico state next March.
The Hidalgo election produced mixed results for the PRI, with the party recapturing the mayoral
seats in the state's two largest cities of Pachuca and Tulancingo, but losing a number of smaller
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municipalities to the PAN, the PRD, and three other small parties. The PRI remained the most
popular party in the state, but the loss of the smaller municipalities reduced the party's share of
the vote to 48%, compared with 69% in 1999. The PAN increased its share of the vote to 29%, from
22% in 1999. The PRD obtained about 15% of the vote, with the rest of the ballots cast for the Partido
Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM), the Partido del Trabajo (PT), and the Partido Convergencia por
la Democracia (PCD). Only 55% of registered voters cast ballots, said the state authorities. [Note:
Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on Nov. 20, reported
at 10.17 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: The News, 11/04/02, 11/11/02; CNI en Linea, 11/04/02, 11/11/02,
11/12/02; Notimex, 11/11/02, 11/12/02; Reforma, 11/04/02, 11/11/02, 11/13/02; Unomasuno, 11/11/02,
11/12/02, 11/14/02; Novedades, 11/12-14/02; La Cronica de Hoy, 11/04/02, 11/11/02, 11/12/02, 11/15/02;
La Jornada, 11/11-15/02; El Universal, 11/04/02, 11/05/02, 11/11/02, 11/12/02, 11/13/02, 11/19/02;
Milenio Diario, 11/12- 14/02, 11/19/02; Associated Press, 11/19/02)
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